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Agentur fir Qualitatssicherung und Akkreditierung Austria, ngo Wien, Franz-Klein-Gasse 5

Paris Lodron Universitat Salzburg
Prof. Dr. Franz Kok
Schillerstrasse 30

5020 Salzburg

Per Email: Franz.Kok@plus.ac.at

GZ: I/INT-12/2025

Accreditation of Joint Master’'s Programme Political Science - Integration and
Governance (PoSiG)

Vienna, 25.06.2025

Dear Prof. Dr. Franz Kok,

At its 93 meeting on 25" June 2025, the Board of AQ Austria dealt with the report of the
review panel of the Joint Master’s Programme ‘Political Science - Integration and Governance
(PoSiG)’ with regard to the accreditation of the study programme. The Joint Master Programme
in Political Science was subject to an external quality assurance procedure coordinated by AQ
Austria. In line with the European Approach to Quality Assurance of Joint Study Programmes
(EA), the Paris Lodron University of Salzburg (PLUS) applied for an external evaluation on behalf
of the consortium. The Joint Programme in Political Science (PoSiG) was first accredited in 2016
by AQ Austria, and re-accredited by the German quality assurance agency ZEVA in 2024. The
Joint Programme has been further developed as part of the ‘Joint MA Programme in Political
Science’ (JoPScip) project. This project is funded by the European Commission (EC) under the
Erasmus+ Capacity Building in Higher Education (CBHE) programme (project number
101128841, duration: 36 months, 2024-2027). The accreditation procedure coordinated by AQ
Austria in 2025 focused on integrating and diversifying the established Joint Programme due to
the addition of new universities from Georgia and Armenia. Two universities that had joined the
PoSiG Consortium for re-accreditation in 2024 have withdrawn their participation.

We are glad to inform you that the Board of AQ Austria decided to award the AQ Austria
certificate for accreditation of the Joint Master's Programme ‘Political Science - Integration and
Governance (PoSiG)’ for a period of six years without conditions at the hereinafter called PoSiG
Consortium partner universities listed below:

Austria, Salzburg: Paris Lodron University of Salzburg (PLUS)

Albania, Tirana: European University of Tirana (UET)
University of Tirana (UTIR)

Armenia, Yerevan; Yerevan State University (YSU)

Eurasia International University Yerevan (EIU)
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sarajevo: University of Sarajevo (UNSA)
Sarajevo School of Science and Technology (SSST)

Georgia, Thilisi: Thilisi State University (TSU)
Georgian Institute of Public Affairs (GIPA)
Italy, Trieste: University of Trieste (UNITS)
North Macedonia, Skopje: Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje (UKIM)
Kosovo, Prishtina: University of Business and Technology Prishtina (UBT)

University of Prishtina (UP)
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student’s path, the award of a joint or a double degree is possible. Overall, a joint degree can
only be awarded after a student has completed his/her studies in compliance with the curriculum
by attending a minimum of two and a maximum of four PoSiG Consortium member universities
(90 ECTS-credits from courses of the programme, and 30 ECTS-credits for the Master’s thesis
and its defence). The PoSiG Consortium is overall issuing a certificate with all partners logo’s
and signatures.

PLUS: Master of Arts (MA)

UET: Master of Science (MSc)

UTIR: Master of Science (MSc)

YSU: Master of Arts (MA)

EIU: Master of Arts (MA)

UNSA: Master of Arts (MA)

SSST: Master of Arts (MA)

TSU: Master of Science in Political Science (MSc)
GIPA: Master of Science in Political Science (MSc)
UNITS: Joint Master’s Degree in Political Science - Integration & Governance
UKIM: Master of Science in Political Science (MSc)
UBT: Master of Arts (MA)

UP: Master of Arts (MA)

The decision is valid from 25% June 2025 until 24" June 2031.

In accordance with the European Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in Higher
Education (ESG) and the conditions of the European Register for Quality Assurance Agencies
(EQAR), AQ Austria will publish a report on the findings of the accreditation procedure. This
report includes the review report of the review panel and the decision of the Board of AQ Austria,
including the rcasons for the decision. AQ Austria will refer in its public communication to the
certification of the Joint Master’'s Programme ‘Political Science - Integration and Governance
(PoSiG)" implemented by the Consortium mentioned above.

We would like to thank the PoSiG Consortium for its confidence in AQ Austria, and we look
forward to further co-operation with the Consortium and its member universities.

With best regards,
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Prof."" Mag.” Eva Werner, hon.prof. Dr. Jirgen Petersen
President of the Board of AQ Austria Managing Director of AQ Austria
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